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A  P R A C T I C A L  A N D  I N N O V A T I V E  S O L U T I O N
F O R  S A F E R  R E P O S I T I O N I N G  A N D  E A R L I E R
D I S C H A R G E

NHS Forth Valley conducted a trial of the Morphematic*
within the Wallace Suite at the Bellfield Centre to
evaluate its effectiveness in supporting vulnerable
patient requiring enhanced pressure care and safer
repositioning.

H D  M o r p h e m a t i c ®  T i l t i n g  T o p p e r  T r i a l  b y  N H S  F o r t h  V a l l e y

Mainta in  sk in  in tegr i t y  and
improve  t i ssue  v iab i l i t y
Reduce  manua l  hand l ing
demands  on  s ta f f
Reduc ing  s t ress  and  anx ie ty  for
the  pat ient  dur ing  pos i t ion ing
Support  c l in i ca l  assessment  and
ear l ie r  d i scharge  p lann ing
Improve  cont inu i ty  o f  care  f rom
hosp i ta l  to  home

B A C K G R O U N D

T H E  T R I A L  A I M E D  T O

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  A N D  S T A F F  E X P E R I E N C E
Staff feedback was consistently positive, with teams reporting increased confidence in patient
handling, reduced physical strain during repositioning, ease of use across both hospital and home
settings, and excellent training and ongoing support from Hospital Direct. 

The ability to use the same solution across care settings was seen as a significant benefit for both
staff and the patient. Staff also noted that the improved efficiency of the Morphematic reduced
challenging behaviours previously exhibited by the patient during personal care, contributing to a
calmer, safer and more positive care experience for everyone involved.

Associate

NHS Forth Valley
Wallace Suite, 
Bellfield Centre, Stirling

Trial Period
December 2025 – February 2026

The topper was introduced during the patient’s
assessment period and transferred with the patient
into the home environment, ensuring a consistent
approach to positioning, handling, and skin care across
the full care pathway.



The NHS Forth Valley trial demonstrated that the Morphematic is an effective and practical
solution for supporting vulnerable patients across hospital and home care environments.

I M P A C T

Healthy skin was maintained throughout the trial, with vulnerable areas protected
Improved tissue viability through consistent lateral repositioning
Improved patient experience and reduced stress during personal care duties
Reduced manual handling demands and safer patient repositioning
Enhanced clinical assessment and support for earlier discharge home
Continued use in the domiciliary setting, supporting continuity of care

K E Y  O U T C O M E S  A N D  B E N E F I T S

The trial highlighted the value of using one
consistent support solution throughout the
patient journey,reducing the need for equipment
changes between care environments and creating
a smoother transition from hospital to home.

C O N C L U S I O N

The  t r ia l  a l so  demonstra ted  potent ia l  operat iona l  and  sus ta inab i l i t y
benef i t s ,  inc lud ing  reduced  s ta f f  hand l ing  t ime ,  fewer  equ ipment
requ i rements  across  se t t ings ,  and  e f f i c ienc ies  l inked  to  ear l ie r
d ischarge  p lann ing .

By improving tissue viability, supporting safer
handling practices, and enabling continuity of
care from assessment through to discharge,
the Morphematic delivered measurable
benefits for both patients and healthcare
teams.

For clinical teams, the Morphematic helped simplify repositioning routines and supported a more
proactive approach to patient management.

The ability to continue using the same system within the home setting also strengthened
collaboration between hospital and domiciliary teams, helping maintain consistency in care
delivery and reducing adjustment time following discharge.

Beyond the immediate clinical benefits, the trial demonstrated how integrated equipment
solutions can support service efficiency, workforce and patient wellbeing, as well as a more
connected care pathway.

*The Morphematic is one of the Ergotrics inflatable positioning aids exclusively
distributed by Hospital Direct in the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland.
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